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Abstract

In the present study, a questionnaire survey was conducted on teachers at special schools
for physically disabled children in order to elucidate their recognition of the health status of
students. The results showed that many of the teachers monitored vital signs, general status,
accessory symptoms, and growth and development as health indicators for determining the
health status of their students. However, identification of health problems in physically
disabled children was difficult, and was thought to require the support of nurses and other
specialists. Analysis of teaching experience with physically disabled children showed that
more experienced teachers were more likely to monitor health indicators, and also to have less
difficulty identifying health problems because they shifted their items of emphasis from
uniform items to items selected based on the actual impairment of each child. In addition,
differences were observed in the monitoring of vital signs and accessory symptoms as well as
the difficulty of identifying health problems among teachers with “<1 year” or “1-3 years” of
teaching experience and those with “4-9 years” or “=10 years” of experience. In particular,

teachers with no more than three years of experience were thought to require support.

Key words : teachers at special schools, physically disabled children, teaching experience, health

monitoring, identification of health problems
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