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Abstract

This research aims to clarify the actual status of explanation of and response to children’
s diseases and wounds by nursery nurses in a community nursery school. Semi-structured
interviews concerning methods of explanation of and response to children’s diseases and
wounds were conducted with five subjects working at a nursery school where they cared for
children while the data were collected. The data obtained in these interviews were analyzed
qualitatively and inductively.

As the result of the analysis, seven categories were extracted, including “relieving children’
s psychological confusion caused by disease or wound, ” “assessment of health problems, ”
“coping with anxiety and psychological confusion of other children and their reactions, ”

» @

“improvement of children’s physical condition, response after health assessment, ” “basic
resources and conditions for supporting resolution of children’s health problems, ” and “chil-
dren’s reaction to disease or wound and receiving medical treatment. ” With regard to “reliev-
ing children’s psychological confusion caused by disease or wound, ” it is found that not only
oral explanations, such as “explanation of prognosis to children, ” but also non-oral expressions
which were considered effective in preparation, such as “comforting, ” “environment enabling
effort, ” and ” applause, ” were being used effectively. On the other hand, sufficient explana-
tion of and response to children’s diseases and wounds was not given in the case of infants and/
or other children, suggesting the need to pursue appropriate methods of preparation for healthy

children..

Key words . Children, community, nursery nurse, preparation, explanation of diseases and

wounds



